77tc Literary Club.
[A.D. 1704.
Goldsmith, Mr. Chamicr', and Sir John Hawkins'. They met at the Turk's Head, in Gcrrard-strect, Suho, one evening in every week, at seven, and (.generally continued the.ir conversation till a pretty late hour3. This club has been gradually inm-uscd
Hoswell's bonk, the club-room is before ust, and the; table on which stands the omelet for Nugent, find the lemons for Johnson.' It was from Mrs. 1'iozzi that Macaulay learnt of the omelet. Nugent was a Roman Catholic, and it was on Friday lhat the Club before long came to meet. We may assume that he. would not on that day eat meat. ' I fancy,1 Mrs. I'iozzi writes (Aiiee. p. !2J), 'Dr. Nugent ordered tin omelet sometimes on a Friday or .Saturday night j for I remember Mr. Johnson felt very painful sensations at the. sifjlit of thai (Hull soon after bin death, and cried: "Ah my poor dear friend I I shall never eat omelet with ihtt. again!" quite in nn agony.' Dr. Nugent, in the, imaginary college at St. Andrews, was lo be the; professor of physic. llosweH's JJdiriihs, Aug.
25. '773-
' Mr. Andrew Cluimier was of Huguenot descent, and had been a stock-broker, fie was ti man of liberal education. ' Me acquired such a fortunes as enabled him, though young, to quit business, and become, what indeed he seemed by nature intended for, a gentleman.' Hawkins's Johnson, p. 422. In 1764 he was Secretary in the War Office. In 1775 ho was appointed Under Secretary of Suite. Forster's Goldsmith, \. 310. lie was l<i IK; the professor of commercial politics in the imaginary college. Johnson passed one of his birth-days at his house i post, under Sept. y, 1779, note.
"'It was Johnson's intention,' writes Hawkins (Life, p. 423), ' ihiii their number should not exceed nine.1 Nine was the number of the Ivy
Lane Club (tttite, p. lyo). Johnson, I suppose, looked upon nine an tin; most cluMlf number, 'It was in-tended,1 says Dr. Percy, 'that if only two of these clmiu'etl to meet fur ilui evening, they should be able to entertain each other.' Goldsmith's <1//V. Works, \. 70. Hawkins add* thai 'Mr. Dyer (past, 1780 in Mr. Lang-ton's Ca(letiioii)t a member tif the. Ivy Lane Club, who for some years had been abroad, made his appearance ,'uiitni); us, and was cordially received.' Ai'cnrdinjj to l>r. I'cuy, by iydH nut (inly had Hawkins formally withdrawn, but Heaucletk litul forsaken the club fur more fashion-able ones, 'Upon this the Club agreed lo increase their mimhci in twelve; every new member was to be elected by ballot, and ime black ball was sullicienl for exclusion. Mr. Heauclerk then desired to be restored to the Society, and the following new mc-mhers were introduced on Monday, Feb. 15, 1768 ; Sir R. C.'luuiihrr«», Dr. Percy and Mr. Column.1 dold-smith's Mite, Works, i. 73. In the list in Crokm-'s Hanwll^ «l. 1844, ii, 326, the election of Percy and Chambers is placed in 1765.
J Uotwetl wrote on April 4,1775 :— ' I dine, Friday, at the Turk's Head, (ie.rrard-alreet, with our Club, Sir Joshua Reynolds, etc,, who now dine cuu'c a month, and sup every Friday.' Letters of Unswell, p. 186. In tyf.d, Monday was the night of meeting. jf'mf, May 10, 1766. In Dec. 177.) the night was changed in Friday. (JoldHmiili'.s/)//«'. /7'fV/y, i. 7.'. Hawkins says (/.iff, pp. .|a.|, 5); 'We seldom got together till nine ; preparing supper took up till ten ; and by the lime that the table was denied,
to         harder to be cured than he expected, still willing to retain his claim to I                                 some extraordinary prerogatives, resolved the common consequences of
